ELIHU ROOT

Knox looked up and said, ' Mr. President, if I were
you I should not have the slightest taint of legality
about the whole affair.'"

Such was Mr. Root. Public questions always
were likely to occur to him first as exercises in
mental adroitness rather than as moral problems.
His extremely agile mind finds its chief pleasure in
its own agility. Then he was always the advocate,
always instinctively devoting himself to bolstering
up another man's cause for him.

" He is a first class second," said Senator Penrose,
objecting to him as a candidate for President at the
Republican Convention of 1916, "but he is not his

own man."

He is always someone else's mouthpiece and
publicly he is chiefly remembered as Mr. Roose-
velt's mouthpiece. When he came to New York
and made the speech that elected Hughes Governor
and made possible Hughes as Secretary of State
he said, "I speak for the President." He equally
spoke for the President when he delivered that
other remembered address, warning the States that
unless they mended their ways the Federal Govern-
ment would absorb their vitality.

The law is a parasitic profession and Mr. Root's
public career is parasitic. He lacks originality, he
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